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needed was practical study, the training of the
hand, for my head had already gone so far beyond
my technical attainment that I had entered into the
fatal condition of having theories beyond my prac-
tice. My execution was so far in arrear of my
perceptions of what should be in the result, that in-
stead of the delight with which I had, untaught, and
in my stolen hours, given myself to painting, I felt
the weight of my technical shortcomings so heavily
as to make my work full of distress instead of that
content with which the artist should always work.
Everything became conscious effort and the going
was too much uphill. I had always been groping
my own way, scarcely as much assisted by the frag-
mentary good advice I received as laid under heavier
disabilities by the better knowledge of what should
be done. In art education the training of the hand
should, I am persuaded, always be kept in advance
of the thinking powers, so that the young student
should feel that his ideal is just before him if not at
his finger's end. That this is so rarely the case with
art students in our day is, I am convinced, the chief
reason of the technical inferiority of our modern
painters and the root of the inferiority of modern
art. The artist does not begin early enough. I
was already belated, and every advance I made in the
study of the theory of art put me farther behind,
practically.

The hope of getting much technical instruction
from competent masters in England was speedily
dispelled. Lessons in water-color I could get at ake was my own.    What I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